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Check the appropriate box below if the Form 8-K filing is intended to simultaneously satisfy the filing obligation of the registrant 
under any of the following provisions:
 
☐ Written communications pursuant to Rule 425 under the Securities Act (17 CFR 230.425)
 
☐ Soliciting material pursuant to Rule 14a-12 under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14a-12)
 
☐ Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 14d-2(b) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14d-2(b))
 
☐ Pre-commencement communications pursuant Rule 13e-4(c) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.13e-4(c))

Securities registered pursuant to Section 12(b) of the Act:

Title of Each Class Trading Symbol Name of exchange on which registered
Common Stock, $0.01 par value per share WLFC Nasdaq Global Market

 
Indicate by check mark whether the registrant is an emerging growth company as defined in Rule 405 of the Securities Act of 1933 
(§230.405 of this chapter) or Rule 12b-2 of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934 (§240.12b-2 of this chapter).
 
Emerging growth company ☐ 

If an emerging growth company, indicate by check mark if the registrant has elected not to use the extended transition period for 
complying with any new or revised financial accounting standards provided pursuant to Section 13(a) of the Exchange Act. o



Item 5.02 Departure of Directors or Certain Officers; Election of Directors; Appointment of Certain Officers; Compensatory 
Arrangements of Certain Officers.
 
On September 9, 2024, the Compensation Committee (the “Committee”) of the Board of Directors of Willis Lease Finance 
Corporation (the “Company” or “WLFC”) granted Charles F. Willis, Founder and Executive Chairman of WLFC, a special one-time 
award of fully vested restricted stock units (the “Award”) valued at $3 million for his contributions to the Company’s strong financial 
performance through the first half of 2024 and the Company’s recent strong stock price performance. The Committee, which is 
composed entirely of independent directors, evaluated the performance-based equity award based on, among other factors: results of 
record pre-tax income during the first and second quarter of 2024 and, since December 2023, an increase in the Company’s stock price 
of more than 100%, resulting in an aggregate increase in stockholder value of approximately $400 million. In connection with its 
deliberations, the Committee considered market data and input from the Committee’s independent compensation advisor.
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SIGNATURES
 

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the Registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its 
behalf by the undersigned duly authorized officer.
 
Dated: September 12, 2024 

 
 

 WILLIS LEASE FINANCE CORPORATION
  
 By: /s/ Dean M. Poulakidas
 Dean M. Poulakidas
 Executive Vice President and General Counsel
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